VILLAGE OF VALATIE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
June 13, 2017
7:00PM

PRESENT			                                                      AUDIENCE
Mayor Diane Argyle                                                                     2nd Assistant Chief Sam Becker
Trustee Frank Bevens                                                                   1 reporter
Trustee Larry Eleby                                                                      Randall Schmit
Trustee David Williams                                                                William Better Esq.                                                      
Trustee Angelo Nero                                                                    
Robert Fitzsimmons, Esq.

Mayor Argyle opened the meeting at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag followed by the opening for a Public Hearing at 7:01 pm for Local Law #4 to establish residency requirements for the Village Clerk-Treasurer. Attorney Fitzsimmons explained that this law was looked at in the previous administration but it was never filed with New York State. There is no environmental review needed. Mayor opened up the discussion to the audience for comments and there were none. Mayor Argyle closed the Public Hearing for the Clerk residency requirements at 7:02 pm and asked for a vote from the Board.

Resolution # 1 was made by Trustee Bevens to approve Local Law #4, Residency requirements for the Village Clerk-Treasurer. Trustee Williams seconded, all in favor, carried.

Mayor Argyle opened up the public hearing for Local Law #5 amending the Zoning Law & Zoning Map to zone parcel 44.5-1-4 in the B-2, Business District at 7:03 pm.

Attorney Fitzsimmons explained that the Zoning and Planning Boards were both in agreement for the re-zone request for property tax 44.5-1-4 and this also was cleared by the Columbia County Planning Department (letter on file in Clerk’s Office) to amend the tax map parcel. Attorney William Better who is representing the Cantele’s who currently own this property, thanked the Board for their cooperation in getting this matter resolved.

Mayor Argyle closed the Public Hearing at 7:06 pm.

Resolution # 2 was made by Trustee Bevens to approve the May 9 and May 31, 2017 minutes as presented. Trustee Nero seconded, all in favor, carried.

Resolution #3 was made by Trustee Williams to approve claims 2017-1-#1-36 for a total of $83,403.90 and $3,864.83 for off abstract bills for a total of all bills of $87,268.73.
Trustee Eleby seconded, all in favor, carried.

Public Comment- Mr. Better asked when the Board would take a vote for the passing of Local Law #5. Attorney Fitzsimmons explained that the Planning Board and Zoning Board still need to meet and review the new plans that need to be submitted and he read the SEQR.

Resolution # 4 was made by Trustee Eleby to declare a negative declaration for purposes of SEQR for Local Law #5. Trustee Bevens seconded, all in favor, carried.

Resolution # 5 was made by Trustee Nero to approve Local Law #5 to amend the Zoning Law & Zoning map to zone parcel 44.5-1-4 completely in the B-2 Business District. Trustee Bevens seconded, all in favor, no opposed, carried. 

Fire Department- full report on file in Clerk’s Office. Assistant Chief Becker stated that there were 7 alarms for the month of May with 2 drills and 1 work detail. The new bailout kits have been delivered and the fire company will begin training with them soon. He inquired about the status of the new floor for the fire house and he was told we are still waiting to hear back from the state grant. There will be a Chicken BBQ on Thursday, June 15 from 4-6:30 pm. Mayor Argyle stated that she has received complaints that the siren is a little too loud and seems to be longer in length. Mr. Becker said he would look into it with the Chief.

Theater-no report other than Trustee Bevens will contact Chuck Rothermel again about putting in a sidewalk next to the theater and will ask the County about barricades.

Mayor Argyle asked the Board if the Village is paying for new sidewalks in front of residences houses on Main Street? If so, the Board will be asked to do everyone’s sidewalk. Mr. Fitzsimmons stated that it has been a practice in the past that the Village repaired the sidewalks but a written notice policy needs to be formed to formulate a policy for this.

Parks-
Trustee Bevens is still waiting to hear back from the contractor regarding the pavilion project. Mayor Argyle asked Trustee Eleby to look into a downed tree and a person living in a tent at the River Street Park. There is a sign stating that there is no camping allowed. Trustee Eleby will also look into a report that the flag at the River Street Park needs to be taken down and replaced. 

Nine trees will be removed in the island by Barnwell and will be moved to areas around the Martin H. Glynn building.

Resolution # 6 was made by Trustee Eleby to see what trees can be moved to the MHG Building and which ones need to just be cut down. Trustee Bevens seconded, all in favor, carried.

Community Day-
Trustee Bevens commented that the committee met on May 15th and decided to just do a movie night on August 11th for this year and do a bigger community day next year. The movie will be Inside Out and will be shown rain (will move into the gym) or shine (set up in the park across the street from MHG building. There will be free hot dogs and snacks starting 7:00 pm with the movie at 8:30 pm. They will get the fire department and V.E.R.A. involved as well as many residents. The committee will meet every couple of months for next years’ event to take place.

Resolution # 7 was made by Trustee Williams to have Trustee Bevens purchase supplies for this years’ community event. Trustee Eleby seconded, all in favor, carried.

Water/Sewer Dept.-
The mayor met with the Engineer and Paul Warner as well as Jeff Smith from Smith Well Drilling again to discuss well #4. A new UV tank will be needed soon. The current one will be repaired with caulking.

Mayor- Mayor Argyle reported that there is a report out stating that the Village of Valatie is ranked 80 out of 1200 best places to start a new business. She also commented that the bill for Tru Green needs to be paid by the Village and then we will get repaid by the Town for the weed control along the fence at MHG because the Town does not have a contract with Tru Green.

V.E.R.A.- 
The Village wide tag sale will be July 22nd and there will be a map coming out soon and sign up sheets have been coming in.

Clerk Update- The office will be open on June 30 for the last day of tax collection without penalty but closed on July 3rd. The Board needed to pass another Standard Work Day resolution for NY State Retirement.

Resolution #8 was made by Trustee Bevens to sign the resolution for the Standard Work Day for NYS Retirement. Trustee Eleby seconded, all in favor, carried.

Senior Center- no report

Highway Dept.- no report

Building Dept. –report on file- Trustee Williams asked about the fire wall situation with the Habitat House. Mayor Argyle stated that the State decision applies absolving the Village if a fire occurs.

Water/Sewer forgiveness- There was one request for water/sewer forgiveness. Mayor Argyle explained the situation to the Board.

MHG Applications-
Applications received:
1. Republican Caucus to be held on June 20th.
2. Democratic Caucus to be held on July 8th.

Resolution # 9 was made by Trustee Bevens to approve the application. Trustee Williams seconded, all in favor, carried.

Mayor Argyle commented that she viewed a webinar regarding LED lights. She will try to contact someone to attend our Board meeting soon.

Resolution # 10 was made by Trustee Eleby to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 pm. Trustee Bevens seconded, all in favor, carried.

Resolution # 11 was made by Trustee Nero to re-open the meeting at 8:13 pm, seconded by Trustee Bevens so that the Mayor and bookkeeper can move any line items in the budget to transfer funds.

Resolution # 12 was made by Trustee Nero to transfer funds as need for the budget. Trustee Williams seconded, all in favor, carried.

Resolution #13 was made by Trustee Eleby to re-adjourn the meeting at 8:16 pm, seconded by Trustee Bevens. All in favor, carried.

Respectfully submitted,


Barbara A. Fischer, RMC
Village Clerk
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