VILLAGE OF VALATIE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
FEBRUARY 14, 2017
7:00 P.M.

PRESENT								AUDIENCE
Mayor Diane Argyle						First Assistant Chief Rustin Dolan
Trustee Frank Bevens						Marilyn Huffman
Trustee Larry Eleby						Columbia Paper Reporter
Trustee Angelo Nero
Trustee David Williams
Robert Fitzsimmons, Esq.

Mayor Argyle opened the meeting at 7:00pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Resolution # 252 was made by Trustee Bevens to approve the minutes of January 10, 2017. Trustee Nero seconded, all in favor, carried.

Resolution # 253 was made by Trustee Nero to approve and pay claims 2017-9-#418-468 for a total of $64,327.19 and $14,205.11 for off abstract bills with a total of $78,532.30 for all bills. Trustee Williams seconded the motion, all in favor, carried.

Public Comments-
Marilyn Huffman stated that the new secretary to the Planning Board, Nataly Dee, has been doing a great job and she wanted the Board to be aware of this. She also asked the Board what their thoughts were and if there has been any movement on the selling of the cell towers? Mayor Argyle responded that this will be considered and addressed during the budget process.

Fire Dept.-
First Assistant Chief Rustin Dolan stated that there were 6 calls in January and there will be a Spaghetti Dinner on March 4th.

Theater- no report
Parks-
The fountain at the Martin H. Glynn Park across form the Village Hall needs some work done on it.  The Lion’s Club has expressed an interest in repairing this. The Mayor will report back on this to see if she can find someone to either fix the fountain or explore the cost of a new one. 

The pavilion at Callan Park also needs some work. The Board decided to get two quotes to either repair the pavilion and extend it or replace the entire structure.

Street Light- The cul-de-sac area on River Street needs a light to light up this area. There have been complaints from neighbors stating that it is too dark in this area and they have seen cars parked here when they should not be there. Dave Williams will look into this and get a pole number on an existing pole and contact National Grid to see if they can place a light on it.

Tenant billing- The Mayor reminded the Board and audience that all water/sewer billing must be in the name of the current homeowner and not the tenant. Landlords have been allowing the tenant to receive the bill to pay the amount but then some tenants have not been paying the bill. This procedure was adopted in 1985, Section 127-subsection 16-G. This procedure needs to be reinforced.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Garbage- Mr. Fitzsimmons cited section 54.2 subsection A in the Village code that states that garbage will be picked up that is produced by residents only. Trustee Bevens asked that this be explained in the next newsletter with the next water billing. Attorney Fitzsimmons explained that the law will need to be amended stating that if there are four or more apartments in a building, it is deemed commercial use and they must hire their own garbage pick-up. The Board will return to this issue at the March meeting to set up a public hearing. The mayor stated that she will send a letter to landlords.

The Board discussed the procedure with Attorney Fitzsimmons on foreclosure proceedings on properties that are delinquent in paying back taxes.

Resolution #254 was made by Trustee Nero to begin foreclosure proceedings on properties that are many years delinquent on their taxes from 2014 and prior years. Trustee Williams seconded the motion, all in favor, carried.

Franchise Agreement with Charter Communications- The Board decided to table action on this for more information. Currently, Charter does not pay any property tax.

Water/Sewer Dept.- Report on file in Clerk’s Office. The department is working with our Engineer and the County Health Department regarding our wells. 

V.E.R.A.- no report

Clerk’s Office- The Clerk reminded everyone that the Village Office will be closed in honor of President’s Day. All departments are reminded to get their budget requests in to the Board and Mayor. Dominic Lizzi will be speaking at a symposium on New York Governor Martin H. Glynn at the Irish American Museum in Albany on February 18th. The clerk will again look into quotes for an AED for the Martin H. Glynn building.

Resolution # 255 was made by Trustee Williams to enter into an agreement to sell some property on Main Street next to a building owned by Zvi Cohen for $2,500.00. Mr. Cohen will in turn sell this property with the extra land to another buyer. Trustee Bevens seconded the motion, all in favor, carried.

Comprehensive Plan Committee- A list of members for this Board is on file in the clerks’ office.

Trustee Eleby attended a solar energy conference and reported that there was a lot of information.

Senior Center- The mayor stated that the cabinets need to be reconfigured in the kitchen at the Senior Center as well as the ansul system. The Board also discussed the contract with the Columbia County Office of the Aging. Mayor Argyle will sign the contract and return it to the County.

Highway Dept.- Mayor Argyle received an expenses bill for the prior month which totaled over $11,000.

Building Dept.- No report

Applications for MHG/ Callan Park-
Resolution #256 was made by Trustee Bevens to approve the applications for use of the MHG building. Trustee Williams seconded, all in favor, carried.

1. Northern Columbia Lions Club-Annual Easter Egg Hunt
2. Clippers Travel Baseball- Callan Park baseball fields
3. Cannons baseball camp at Callan Park
4. Boy Scout Troop 113- Use of MHG Gym
5. Zumba Gold-Exercise classes in MHG Gym
All applications are on file in the clerk’s office

Resolution # 257 was made by Trustee Bevens to authorize the Mayor to sign the Fire Protection Agreement with the Town of Kinderhook (under protest for the low amount). Trustee Eleby seconded, all in favor, carried.

Resolution # 258 was made by Trustee Bevens to enter into executive session at 8:15 pm to discuss repairs to a well. Trustee Eleby seconded, all in favor, carried.

Resolution # 259 was made by Trustee Nero to exit executive session at 8:30 pm. Trustee Bevens seconded, all in favor, carried.

Resolution # 260 was made by Trustee Nero to authorize emergency repairs to well # 4.Trustee Eleby seconded, all in favor, carried.

Trustee Bevens reported that the work on the fire house apparatus bay floor will start hopefully by the end of March or beginning of April.

With no further business to discuss, 
Resolution # 261 was made by Trustee Eleby to adjourn the meeting at 8:41 pm. Trustee Nero seconded, all in favor, carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A Fischer, RMC
Village Clerk/Treasurer






