VILLAGE OF VALATIE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
SEPTEMBER 13, 2016
7:00 PM

PRESENT		                  ABSENT				    AUDIENCE
Mayor Diane Argyle              David Williams, notified                   1st Assist. Chief Rustin Dolan
Trustee Frank Bevens                                                                       3 residents
Trustee Philip Bickerton					           Dr. N. Baillargeon- Theatre
Trustee Angelo Nero                                                                         Randall Schmitt- VERA                                                                      
Robert Fitzsimmons, Esq.                                                                 Columbia Paper reporter

Mayor Argyle opened the meeting at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Resolution # 196 was made by Trustee Bevens to approve the minutes of the August 9, 2016 meeting. Trustee Bickerton seconded, all in favor, carried.

Resolution # 197 was made by Trustee Bickerton to pay claims #2016-3-#158-212 for a total of $36,296.95 and $4,817.87 for off abstract bills. A revised total for bills for August is $119,542.97 due to the removal of a bill. Trustee Nero seconded, all in favor, carried.

The Mayor announced that paper shredding will again take place outside the Village office starting September 12-22. There will also be a Concerned Citizens of Kinderhook meeting on September 28th at 6:30 pm downstairs in the Martin H. Glynn building regarding the heroin epidemic in Columbia County. All residents are invited.

Public Comment-
A town resident had concerns regarding parking on Lake Street. He had received a parking ticket and attended court to pay the fine. He asked that a shorter time period parking area be included in the parking along Main Street. The Board is discussing this suggestion and is taking it into consideration.

Marilyn Huffman asked if there has been discussion regarding replacing the Callan Park sign since it is in disrepair. The Board will look into this as well.

Ann Pulver commented that there are too many items in front of the antique store that is run by Debbie Freinburg. It is difficult to walk by the front of the store and cars are usually parked in front of the store loading and unloading items making it difficult to drive by. Mayor Argyle will forward this information on to the Building Inspector. Ms. Pulver spoke to The State Police and she stated that they said they can’t enforce Village Codes/Laws, only the Sheriff’s Office can do that.  Rob Fitzsimmons stated that that is incorrect and that will need to be corrected. He quoted a section of the Law regarding the selling of goods on sidewalks.

Fire Department- 
First Assistant Chief Rustin Dolan reported that there were 10 calls since the last meeting with a total of 44.70 man hours and 2 drills with a total of 27.20 man hours. 3 Air bottles were delivered and 2 firefighters have been outfitted for turnout gear. A full report is on file in the Clerk’s Office. Chief Dolan also demonstrated the Thermal Imaging Camera that the fire company now has in use to give an idea to the Public what the new Camera will look like and explained what they do.

Trustee Bevens stated that Joe Staib has been invited to attend the next fire company meeting to discuss purchasing some land at the Fireman’s Park on Main Street. Mr. Staib would like to purchase a portion of the park to expand his business (Fuzzy Buttz).

Theater-
Dr. Baillargeon reported that the Amy Ryan Band (a blues band) will be in concert on Friday, September 16th as a benefit for the Theater. Items will be moved out of the storage shed on September 25th and he will check on the cost to move the shed. Sean Rowe will perform on October 1 and the Lost Radio Rounders will perform on October 15th. On Saturday, October 22, there will be a showing of the Rocky Horror Picture show at midnight.

Other Business- 
Mayor Argyle commented that she will contact the Boy Scouts to do some work on the Gazebo at Pachaquak Park as a project to help out the Village. The Pavilion at Callan Park is being looked at by Trustee Bickerton to replace the posts and placing braces on them to secure it for now until a decision is made on whether to increase the size or make other improvements.

Trustee Bevens stated that the camera at Callan Park died due to its age, (10 years old) and gave a quote of $3, 312.70 to replace it.

Resolution # 198 was made by Trustee Bickerton to purchase a new camera for Callan Park at a cost of $3, 312.70. Trustee Bevens seconded. All in favor, carried.

Northern Columbia Little League would like to put concrete in a dugout to prevent further flooding issues, especially the third base dugout. The concrete is being donated and they will do the labor themselves.

Resolution # 199 was made by Trustee Nero to allow the Northern Columbia Little League to place concrete in the dugout at their cost and labor. Trustee Bevens seconded, all in favor, carried.

Mayor Argyle stated that there is a company in Massachusetts that will take the sludge from the sewer plant. 



Community Day-
The Board discussed having Community Day on Saturday, September 17th but decided to postpone the festivities until the Spring due to the weather forecast predicted for that day.

V.E.R.A.- The Artisan Fair will take place on Saturday, October 8th with 40 artisans in attendance so far. There will be a book signing, music and other activities throughout the afternoon. SHOP SMALL Saturday will take place on Saturday, November 26th. Valatie was named as the best Small Business Area by American Express. These will also be posted on the Village website. A proclamation for SMALL BUSINESS Saturday will be presented at the October Board of Trustees meeting.

Clerk-
Garbage cans have been ordered from County Waste over a month ago and they have not been delivered yet. The peddler’s permit as it stands right now does not include a fee for additional helper’s and the clerk would like to add an additional fee of $50.00 for each additional helper. All information describing the business must be dropped off at the Clerk’s Office, along with the additional helper fee, and must be given to the clerk’s office before a permit is given out. 
There will be another Planning Board/Zoning Board workshop on September 19th at 7:00 pm. 
The clerk presented an idea of having banners line Main Street with a picture of Veterans who still live in the area. This would be at no cost to the Village. Currently the City of Watervliet displays these banners. More information to follow.

Resolution # 200 was made by Trustee Bickerton to include a fee of $50.00 for each additional peddler on the peddler permit application. Trustee Bevens seconded, all in favor, carried.

Mayor Argyle received a request from the Lions Club to display banners announcing their 100th Anniversary. The Board was in agreement as long as the poles they would be displayed on belong to the Village.

Resolution # 201 was made by Trustee Bickerton to allow the Lions Club to display banners announcing their 100th Anniversary on poles along the streets of the Village as long as the poles belong to the Village of Valatie. Trustee Bevens seconded, all in favor, carried.

The mayor stated that there will be a joint committee formed which will include Board members of the Town and the Village to decide what organizations may use the Martin H. Glynn building. Recommendations will then be forwarded to each Board for final review and approval. 

Discussion regarding selling the cell tower leases has been postponed.

The Senior Housing law is being revised by the Village attorney for review again at another workshop to be held on September 19th.


Highway Department- 
Members of the Town Board and the Village Board will meet soon to discuss the Highway Contract. 

The Board discussed the Larry Porreca property on Marion Boulevard regarding the bushes that are blocking the sight of oncoming pedestrian and vehicle traffic. The Board decided to take action for eminent domain and place a sidewalk on that corner if Mr. Porreca refuses to comply with the removal of the bushes.

Sidewalks-
The Village received a FOIL request regarding violations and ownership of a particular sidewalk in the Village. It was then discussed to send a letter to landowners stating that it is their responsibility to take care of the sidewalk in front of their residence or business according to Village law. A notice will be listed in the Village newsletter that is distributed in the water billing.

There was a complaint that a trailer has been parked at the Senior Center parking lot for several days. The mayor will ask the Resident Deputy to investigate the owner to have it removed. It was also discussed to have signs put up that states no 24 hour parking. 

According to New York State Code, it will now be illegal to have ANY unregistered vehicle on your property anywhere in New York State. This will take effect on October 3rd according to the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer. (Building Inspector report on file in the Clerk’s Office).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Applications for Parks & MHG use-
1. Use of Callan Park for a little girl’s second birthday on September 24th.
2. Little Owl’s Adventure Center- tabled
3. Family Resource Center of Columbia County- Approved at a previous meeting, asking for an additional day during the week (Mondays).
4. Eastern NY Blackhawks- Use of gym for baseball practice- list of days given.
5. Girl Scouts- to hold meetings starting September 14th.
Resolution # 202 was made by Trustee Nero to approve the above applications, tabling one application for more information from the Town. Trustee Bickerton seconded, all in favor, carried.

Resolution # 203 was made by Trustee Bevens to enter into executive session at 8:35 pm. to discuss matters before the Board. Trustee Bickerton seconded, all in favor, carried.

Resolution # 204 was made by Trustee Bickerton to exit executive session at 9:11 pm with no decisions having been made. Trustee Bevens seconded, all in favor, carried.

With no further business to discuss,

Resolution # 205 was made by Trustee Bickerton to adjourn the meeting at 9:12 pm. Trustee Bevens seconded, all in favor, carried.

Respectfully submitted,


Barbara A. Fischer
Village Clerk


                         

